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Bench Tests

Gitane

JURY BOX

Lirmne =50

o= Salielyieg recsastion of
& 1832 “big mouth™ Selmar
i ceatenri, Huge warm sound
2l acallend playabikty,

Lo Selmar-alple g

reguine special shiings for
ogrtimim lone

Camtact Inta

Gitane, marrsctmed by Saga
Musical bsruments, {6585
BT GR0E: capamusic.odin

Thie mukachs guitar—the

Salmer-aybe sooustic so con-

real oo Gvpsy |aes—will e

tarever assoclated with the
irnrortal Djaneo Beinhardt With
b s ppy arpeggios, qulnering
vitgata, and nimble melodies
Refmhardt st thie atandard Tor
S Cluh™ fetwork. To recreats
his distinctive sound, vou need
a specialized mnstrument ode-
signed to prodhwos batky twang
and cuiting midrange. Acquiring
2 Gy ez G-sEring can he ox-
persives Cindy 1000 cr s Selmers

weere made between 1933 and
1952, w0 a vinkage arginal can
rum S0 0N ar mrare. Flackresde
SelmeT repras are readily avail-
able, hut expect o pay at Jeast
52 51 for 2 boutiue manouche
instmument. While thals not an
imreasonable investment for a
FlEEOE o oF serioes devotee of
Hut Gl swlng, the price can be
a hurdle for neweomers.

Cannd s [ yenive: heen han-
kering o exphars [§anpn's licks
baill] 11 bt hrunecd vt e R o
[HG-250 (5659 smeet] and T

D-500 and DG-250

By Andy Ellis

(9504 gtreet], A pair of majar bang-
for-tsck Selimer-srdle guitars ihat
ane sk in Thina v SapEa hMusical
Bunstrurnesus, These well by, oone-
ful G-atrings will ler you pay
homage o Reinlardr withoar
llrt'ﬂﬂ.il:ce: e bank, To appmeciane
bl s fueds Fckleds atber—anid
Frcrnet Dhaeesy lifTeer Ty stamidand arci-
g fat-top. or chusical puitan—
e riesec] spamae crucial combod,
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Im B4, luthser and classical
guitarist Mario Maccalertl

17 ™ nut width

257" =srale ohomy-
e-mahogany neck

20 trgks with 24-drat
frefin-string extension

12-Iret meck join

Sintled haadsieck with
enclosad cassical-shyle tuners

Salid speruce op with
Iemiraind rcsvansd body

Ebany beady binding with
ehoergf maphe purlling

LH

Large “B" soundhols
[ilnss finish
Bane nut and 2em fet

Moweable compensated bridgs
and frapeae hailpiece
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aperiw] & workshap rear Parks an

der the muspices of S=lmes, the
French instmument mamsacimer
There, Maccaferri designed a
radical, hybrid §-string that com

hined the scale length, cutanvay
fioating bridge, and traperzes
tailpiere of an archinp with o das-
shcal's slneted hiendstock, wide fre

hoard, 1 2-fret neck join, plared
spudboard, ard soundhoke The

JURY BOX

Gitame DG-250

15 Wl buh brifestz o 8
1534 posi-Maccatem “small
moan” Selmer. Extandad siving
szl deliwers punchy leads.

Camrs Salmer-siyhe guilars
reqpaive apecial sirisgs Tor
oplirium bena,

Comntact lmbo:

Gltane, mamdsciured by Saga
Muscal Instruments, (G5
BEE-5651; sagamusic, om

/

Gitane DG-250 —\]

133 ® riuf width

A" -Seaie
nhomy-on-mahogany neck

1 frels
14-frut neck joint

Solid spruce 1op 'with
laminaied meswood body

EEony oy hinding with
resewoodimagis purtling

Small nval spomdhagie
Qiass finish

Eone nuf and pero Tred
Mnueatin compansated

bridge and trapeze laipwce
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Lanter wes anemnormons, D-shaped affair, which
earned the guitar the nickname of grande
Bapefie or "Bl mouth” Maccaferi s design also
isclmlex] an interoal wiesdden esonator that
commplicated production ard semetimes caised
ratiling problems.

When Maccalerr lelt Selmer In 1934, the
ompany modified his design. The scale Ength
was extended from abour 25.5° (648 mm) o
SR A" W0 o, U veck jodinl wias mwoned o the
Lath fret, thie pesky resonator was eliminaced,
arul the soundhole was shrunk to a small, ver-
il oval. Officially called dhe bodile B, this
guitar became ks as the petite bodichie of
“small mowth” Selmer. Thowegh Refnbarndt bhad
hemen playineg a D-hole gudtar, e weloooed the
oval-hale’s L4-fret neck and twangier scale
lemgth, and he played the new mode] wmil his
death in 1953,

Miach of p Selmersnde gaitars snapp, pet-
crmsien inne comes from its light-gauge srings,
wihbch fratume silver plased coperwine wapped
araumd a thin stes] core. Made in France by
Sawarcee, the tmedistanal favorites are called Ar
enitineg Mew Concepd strings. These come i e
sirts, ganged A0 045 and A1 =048, Hecently,
several American companies [nchelmg John
Pearse ard Dell” Ame) have jalned the pamy with

similar capper-wound seds Though easily ar-
dered, manmuche strivgss areall vsially aiocked
in guitar stores.
U-aul

The Gitane [-500 & a modarn taks ob @e
ariginal Selmeer Maccaferri. but withowt ihe
resonator, Like its forehear, the lightweight
[2-500 hias a sobid sprece fop, lamdnabed mose-
winid hachy, slotted headstock, 12-Trel neck
joint, horizontal cutaway, and D-soumdhale.
I§5 stamped brass trapeze tilpieee accepis
tecit ball-end and ald-school loop-end strings,
ined It maovenhle, compensated shamyr bridge
iz flanked by nam “maoustache” end pisces that
are glued o the top. Bnasting a wide ehony
frethaard, the 11-500 feels much like a classical
pultar, though Its 25%° scabe and 16° radius
belaigE (s the steel-siring universe. The 14:1
ancloaed tuners turn smaoothly ond feel rea
snrgahly solid, and the tmaesrod s easy 1o reach
tlareigh the eversized sm indhinle

Unlike a floatng archiop bridge, a selmer-
style bridpe doesn't offer thumb wheels for
beighl mljusiowent. lisstesd, manmache pligers
ghim the bridee 10 raise the acthan or decpen
its slats to Jewer the giringe Foatanately, this
wasnt necessary with the D-500, which played
pedfectly right ot of the Do Dar west insimn-
s glinky &cibon facilicamed fast rifls, yer ]
cauld comp vigorously without iggering

fafans rapsrs tslpEecan azeapt bath loop-
= hall-snd wirings.

abjecticmable giring racbe The D-5000 zero frel
rithess: [b makes Ersr-pasition barre chords easy
to finger and hedps open-position cliaids no-
mate sweeeily Harmonic-wa-1210-el intanadon
iz spot-on, and the 24-Ens expemnEeicn ks vou plck
heigh tremolo glEssandos alonyg the (rst saring oo
Njangn-approved ash

Cheerall, the Gitanes woekrsanship s coam-
mendahle: The lighily polished frels have
sminath ends and uniferm crowns. Inside, the
hiraces are ceanty cut and fitted, and even with
an inspection miror, [ did=o't spod splinters ar
plue heads. The worsd bancding 2nd purifing are
tidy, and the glos finish is applied svenly,
thansgh it Is rather thick My aonby quabble i Oz
in brightsumbight, thie fingsh oo the =500 back
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aricl eides ehows a subicle clovdiness

g TE-500 arrived Brom Saga with mediem-
gacege heoree rings, wihich T replaced wicth prop-
er Argeentine 18] 15, Bven with these ligloer sorings
the purtar soumded huoge and wanm The T-5004%
ladder braging. 12-fret neck joint
the briclpe in the certer of the ool boan—an

which pus

supers e soundinde work wgether i produce
a penveeriul bone thats Nattering oo clyords and

singhe limes. With its barky mids and ripe lows,

this Citane works equally well for Djange runs,
icks.

country fills, and blues E

L Uxivime L0250 pays homage b the
1934 post-haccaferri Modile [azz. Like the
[1-500, the [IG-25 has a salid sproce top, lam
Inated rosewnand bady, shany Frethoand with
1 mero fret, ohomy moustache bricge, brass ail
piece, & gioss (nisi. Bur there ame same ke
ditf

H5-2

ol between thie ten Insmamienis; The

1 I & whngrpine 6% 5 e i 1R, th
neck joine the body ar the 14ih fret. the fred-
baaed 18 potceahly nerroiear, tha beadstaock
5 endid, the 14:1 nickel-plated tuners ane ex-
prosed, and e soumdhole is & fny dvd
While the DHE-250 shares (he good mare-
rials and build quality, slick frerteork, amd

expeert seiup of ils big-maouth sister, it has a
e rinsal tane and afers Joss Bage aned low
mild warmith. But what the [DWG-250 [scks in
housty, it makes np forin teanglul priojection
[hi pabtars amesaally long scale lengih gives
light srrings more tension, which allres you

to play them harder. Qrar fest DG-250 arrived

2poaTin g an 011-14k & minrgiache sirings
and a8 you'd expect, the guitar had a slightiy
sriffer feel than thie TS0 equipped with iden

tical gauges. While that exira tensinn might

=R T L5 (R

swith pnediam or heavy strings
it's & real plus with lighes The DG ;

iroes have & wosdaeril snapa 1 ¢ iriny—ani-
piher uneton of the soetched seale. Feen wiil
the incredsed tenslon, bends feel Ogtery ar
e firal and saeond sorings and iCs gasy 1o
work exteiwled arpeggics along the 16 -radlies
Fretboard. With its iviting neck, 17- et cur

avrny, A Lighe, vet raul sirings, the D-250 i
an AacauEtic <lired maching. As 30 exira bans
the externded scale glves drop UNings a ¢oo
sparkle and darity. Thoagh the originad Modile
lazz Selmers were cesigned for fust, dynamic
flatpicking. the DG-280 sounds terrific penily
fingerpicked in open [ and apen &

1 hawe ondy tex small nigeles: Firen, B oeig-
mal Sedmers and many French ciaisicals, The
[¥F-250 hars a position markes at the 10ch frel.
rather than the standard Sth, Secand, its thcy
1o access the tussrod thraegh the mini soard

SUP

The O-500 and DG-250 have & rarn
{ret and bone nuk

hnle. Adjustments require a long-neck e
wrench, which is not supphed.

Boah gaitars are o defSght (o play, and eithe
will serve as an excellent sprangboand isbo Fod
Club swing, With i1s huge. warm woice, the
11-500 sauueds more com [ 11 - ot snames i{'.li
CAriEE w1 Olg LiE lassical-widsh frethoant arsd
1 2-Brat ks falrid. T chose used ta :’ull-l!.l!:@- vriih

Bd-firet mecks, thie DG-250 vwill fesd miore Frmiliar

I partlcular, ekecioie guliansts will appeecsne

o thee THG-2500% potenclisd seale leis (hiem fum

o an Seoustc soming with JE0s or AN L s Dnese
Citanes provide slfordatble, rene fial PRES[ LS

o the world of eney jaze gubiar, : |

MODULAR PICKUP SYSTEM
Trd

Acousti-Phonic

Plug into a
world of possibilities. ..

The world's ONLY modular, plug-in,

gasy-fo-install pickup systam  for
glectric guitar.  Plug I o rich, arganic
acowstic fona, Available in over bwenty
gaddie styles o il hundreds of guilars,

For more information wisit your favorile
Dealer, or call Graph Tech Guitar Labs
al 604-940-5353,

www.ghostinside.com
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